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Human cloning is wrong and dan-

gerous, no matter what cause it serves. 
Yet Congress and its leaders refuse to 
act, content to wait for a politically 
opportune time for a vote. But sci-
entists are not operating on our elec-
toral timetable. While we wait, cloning 
is coming down the pike, and it will 
happen here sooner than we know if we 
do not act. 

Those who would delay and do noth-
ing will bring shame on Congress and 
on this body if we do not stop it. 

f 

DEALING WITH PROBLEMS FACING 
GULF WAR VETERANS 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, Abra-
ham Lincoln in his second inaugural 
said: ‘‘We shall care for him who has 
borne the battle.’’ Today, men and 
women who have served this country in 
the Gulf War are waiting for this Con-
gress to respond affirmatively to their 
medical needs. 

Congress took steps in the 1990s by 
authorizing a scientific research pro-
gram that looked into Gulf War Syn-
drome, and that report from the Re-
search Advisory Committee on Gulf 
Veterans Illness found out that the ill-
nesses suffered by Gulf War veterans, 
these often debilitating problems, 
could not be scientifically explained by 
stress or psychiatric illnesses; that vet-
erans were having problems with their 
neurological and immunological sys-
tems, and they were having it with a 
frequency that was twice those of peer 
veterans not deployed. 

They cited a list of possible expo-
sures, which included chemical weap-
ons, biological weapons, drugs to pro-
tect them from biological and chemical 
weapons, depleted uranium, oil well 
fire smoke, diesel fuel, jet fuel, and on 
and on and on. 

Today, Congress will have before it a 
budget-neutral amendment that will 
give us a chance to do something about 
funding a program to help deal with 
the problems that Gulf War veterans 
are experiencing. 

f 

PASSING NEEDED PENSION 
REFORM 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
pension plans are on the minds of the 
American people. Just typing the 
words ‘‘pension plan’’ into an Internet 
search engine yields over 4,000 returns 
in less than a second. 

Americans are very concerned about 
their retirements. Couples who were 
planning where they will spend their 
golden years now are trying to figure 
out what to do with shrinking pension 
checks, as businesses struggle to fund 
their pension plans. 

Government and taxpayer bailouts 
are not fair to the public, and they are 
not a solution to the problem. Recent 
hearings here in the House have made 
the case crystal clear as experts have 
said that they think we need industry- 
specific reform. 

United Airlines recently dumped 
their pension plan onto the Pension 
Benefit Guarantee Corporation, so now 
thousands and thousands of their em-
ployees face an uncertain future and 
the PBGC goes billions of dollars fur-
ther into the red. This is a no-win situ-
ation for everyone involved. 

Mr. Speaker, let us take action. Let 
us be proactive, and let us pass much- 
needed pension reform now. 

f 

ANSWERS NEEDED FOR 
QUESTIONS REGARDING IRAQ 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, if you do not know where you are 
going, you are never going to get there. 
Another truism is that you do not 
begin a war without a plan to win the 
peace. 

Is it now well past time for the legis-
lative branch to ask of the executive 
branch the very things that our con-
stituents are demanding of us: What is 
the White House’s strategy for success 
in Iraq? How many Iraqi troops need to 
be adequately trained and sufficiently 
equipped, to take over the military 
protection of that country? How many 
Iraqi police forces are needed to restore 
law and order? How many more Amer-
ican dollars are needed to rebuild the 
infrastructure so that nation can be 
economically viable? And what does 
this administration consider to be po-
litical stability? 

These are reasonable questions. We 
should have had the answers before we 
went to war, but we must demand them 
now. It is unfair, not only to the moth-
ers and fathers of our soldiers, but to 
our senior military officers of our 
country not to know where they are 
headed in Iraq. 

f 

RESTORING HOPE, ORDER, AND 
PURPOSE TO THE UNITED NA-
TIONS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the world has entrusted 
peacekeepers from the United Nations 
with the tremendous task of promoting 
peace and international cooperation 
throughout the globe. 

Unfortunately, for years we have 
watched U.N. peacekeepers neglect 
their lofty goals and actually con-
tribute to the demise of war-torn na-
tions. From the jungles of the Congo to 
the swamps of Sierra Leone, U.N. 
peacekeepers have committed crimes, 

including sexual exploitation, corrup-
tion, sex trafficking, and the system-
atic rape of women. In Bosnia, the U.N. 
quashed an investigation into the in-
volvement of U.N. police in enslave-
ment of Eastern European women. 

Today, Congress has a rare oppor-
tunity to restore hope, order, and pur-
pose to the U.N. Decades of U.N. waste, 
fraud, and abuse prove that strong ac-
tion is the only remedy for the prob-
lems plaguing the organization. By 
linking U.S. support to U.N. reform, we 
can ensure the U.N. peacekeepers 
rightfully fulfill their mission. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

THE GROWING NATIONAL DEBT 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, these 
are tough economic times; but our 
economy is resilient, and I trust that 
we will eventually turn things around. 
But even then, this administration has 
created structural problems that will 
hinder us over the long run. 

This administration continues to set 
economic records, only they are the 
wrong economic records. We have set 
under this administration a record 
trade deficit of over $600 billion, a 
record budget deficit of over $450 bil-
lion, and they have raised the debt ceil-
ing three times. As we stand here, our 
national debt is over $7.8 trillion, and 
that is over $26,000 for each citizen. 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell my col-
leagues, that is not the legacy that I 
want to leave to my children and my 
grandchildren and the children of 
America. I hope it is not the legacy 
that Members want to leave. 

f 

REFORM THE UNITED NATIONS 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask our colleagues to help stop sexual 
predators among the United Nations 
peacekeeping forces and vote in favor 
of the Hyde U.N. Reform Act of 2005. 

It is monstrous that an international 
organization charged with assisting na-
tions to rebuild after major turmoil 
has experienced an alarming number of 
scandals involving sexual harassment, 
rape, sex trafficking, misconduct, and 
harassment. Even one instance of these 
terrible crimes is appalling and unac-
ceptable; but, unbelievably, over the 
past decade their appearance is fre-
quent. 

United Nations peacekeepers, the 
very people who have been sworn to 
protect and assist those most in need, 
in some instances have been the per-
petrators of these deplorable crimes 
against the most vulnerable of our pop-
ulation, refugees. These crimes are yet 
another example of the ways in which 
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the U.N. is currently unfit to operate 
in its current state and must be re-
formed in order to restore its integrity 
and its authority. 

Through the United Nations Reform 
Act of 2005, the United States, as the 
greatest contributor to U.N. peace-
keeping, will do away with all of these 
scandals. 

f 

UPHOLDING THE PROMISES OF 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, when this 
President was reelected, he announced 
proudly that he had political capital 
and he intended to spend it. He in-
tended to replace Social Security. All 
of his proposals provide that we would 
replace Social Security with something 
less: ‘‘Let us give the working people of 
this country less than we promised.’’ 

b 1015 
Social Security is a covenant be-

tween our working people and the 
United States Government. They are 
entitled to get what they have paid for. 
They have worked all their days and 
paid honorably into the system. Now 
this President and some of my col-
leagues on the Republican side say, I 
am sorry, we just do not want to do 
that anymore, so we are not going to 
pay you. You paid into the system; 
that is just your tough luck. We are 
just not going to do that. 

We do not need to replace Social Se-
curity, we just need to fund it. 

f 

SUPPORTING CONTINUED OPER-
ATION OF DETENTION FACILITY 
IN GUANTANAMO BAY 
(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to call on my colleagues in 
the House to support the continued op-
eration of the detention facility in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

If it is proven that detainees have 
suffered abusive treatment, we should 
take corrective action, but continue to 
operate the detention facility. 

I ask my colleagues, what good does 
it do to simply move to a different lo-
cation? The fact is, we have to put 
these enemy combatants somewhere. 
What better place than a heavily 
guarded island? 

Mr. Speaker, the detainees at Guan-
tanamo are not there for jaywalking or 
stealing a Snickers bar from the 7- 
Eleven. They are well-trained, hate- 
filled jihadists inflamed by an anti- 
American ideology. If they were re-
leased back into the wild, they would 
not return to a quiet family life of 
shepherding in the mountains of Af-
ghanistan. They would simply take up 
arms to fight Americans again. 

Already we have recaptured combat-
ants on the battlefield who had been 

released from Guantanamo. We should 
learn a lesson from that. Let us make 
sure they stay there. 

f 

ABUSE OF POWER BY 
REPUBLICANS 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, how can we 
spread democracy abroad if it is being, 
quite frankly, abused here in the 
House? 

The Republican abuse of power ap-
pears to no know bounds. Last Friday 
the Republicans literally cut off debate 
on the renewal of the USA PATRIOT 
Act. Apparently, it was not enough to 
bar witnesses critical of the PATRIOT 
Act, or to force Democrats to fight to 
get a critical witness in front of the 
committee, or to schedule that hearing 
for a day when the House was not in 
session. When dissenting voices started 
to speak, the hearing was abruptly 
ended, and the microphones were 
turned off. 

Critics of the PATRIOT Act say that 
it represents the threat of unaccount-
able, undemocratic government, and 
the behavior of its Republican sup-
porters here only serves to prove that 
point and is proof of that. 

Hubert Humphrey once said that 
‘‘Freedom is hammered out on the 
anvil of discussion, dissent, and de-
bate.’’ 

I hope that this Republican abuse of 
power will be ended before it is allowed 
to undermine our freedom. 

Once again, how can we spread de-
mocracy abroad when it is being 
abused right here at home in the House 
of Representatives? 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF EL MUNDO 

(Mr. PORTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 25th anniversary of 
one of southern Nevada’s first Spanish- 
language publications, the El Mundo. 

I would also like to recognize the 
dedication and perseverance of my 
longtime friend Eddie Escabedo, El 
Mundo’s founder and publisher. 

What began as a truly local commu-
nity newsletter has grown to a news-
paper that reaches 50,000 Nevadans and 
many more through radio and tele-
vision affiliations. 

I applaud Eddie and all of those who 
have assisted him throughout these 25 
years. The service that you provide the 
Spanish-speaking community in south-
ern Nevada has benefited us all by dem-
onstrating our common needs, despite 
our diversity. 

Eddie, it was great to see you in 
Washington last week. Your efforts to 
provide our Spanish-speaking students 
with information on the resources 
available to them to continue their 

education are truly an invaluable serv-
ice. I look forward to working with you 
on the Hispanic Scholarship Directory 
long into the future. I congratulate 
you and El Mundo on this milestone 
and wish you all the best of luck in the 
next 25 years. 

Eddie, I am proud to call you a 
friend. Congratulations. 

f 

URGING THE PROTECTION OF 
AMERICA’S FLYING PUBLIC 
FROM THE THREAT OF SHOUL-
DER-FIRED MISSILES 
(Ms. BEAN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BEAN. Mr. Speaker, I am here to 
urge my colleagues to act now to pro-
tect America’s flying public from the 
threat of shoulder-fired missiles. 

Unfortunately, today, thousands of 
portable, easy-to-use antiaircraft mis-
siles are in the hands of terrorist 
groups around the world, including al 
Qaeda. The FBI, CIA, State Depart-
ment, and White House recognize this 
serious threat. Now is the time for 
Congress to act. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of 
Homeland Security has been diligently 
working to apply successful military 
technology to our commercial aircraft, 
and now, for the same cost as in-flight 
entertainment systems, we can install 
proven portable defense systems on 
passenger jets. 

Just this week, the Chicago Tribune 
editorialized that the financial costs of 
safeguarding our airlines are well 
worth it. However, while we have spent 
billions of dollars on transportation se-
curity since 9/11, Congress has not yet 
committed to providing such protec-
tion. 

Last week, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. ISRAEL) and I introduced the 
Commercial Airline Missile Defense 
Act, authorizing the TSA to provide 
missile defense systems to our com-
mercial passenger jets. Today I urge 
my colleagues to cosponsor H.R. 2780 
and join us in protecting America’s 
business and family travelers. 

f 

DOD APPROPRIATION 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 2863, 
the Department of Defense authoriza-
tion bill. 

As we continue assessing our na-
tional defense strategy to guard our 
Nation from threats at home and 
abroad, we must provide the necessary 
funding for our military needs to keep 
us safe. 

We in Congress often praise our serv-
ice men and women for the fine job 
they do, but lipservice is not enough. 
We must back up our words with ac-
tion. 

The 2006 defense appropriation bill 
does just that. Mr. Speaker, $366 billion 
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